
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Over the past 3 weeks we have seen so many swimming successes by having a 
pool onsite. A large number of children have achieved their length certificate, and 
many more (who were initially terrified of the water) have gained so much       
confidence. It would be beneficial if many of the children in this latter group start 
having swimming lessons outside school, as they are almost at ‘the point’ of being 
a swimmer which is obviously a life-saving skill. Next week, all children in Years   
1 – 6 will be able to enjoy a ‘fun’ swim/splash in the pool with their friends. Due 
to the positive impact this has had on the children, we will endeavour to repeat 
the opportunity again next year. 

 

With the rapid rise in positive Covid cases in Stoke-on-Trent, and especially with 
one in 3 cases of people not demonstrating any symptoms, Public Health          
representatives have asked that all primary school children have a lateral flow test 
this week. We have 3 confirmed cases in school, and therefore to keep you, your 
families and everyone in The Willows community safe we urge you to follow this 
advice. Please see further information in this newsletter. If, during the weekend, 
you do get a positive result then please let me know via e-mail:  

sthursfield@willowsprimary.com 

 

Many thanks. 

 

Mrs Thursfield 
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Attendance and Punctuality  

Whole school  - 95.1% 

   

     

 

 Reception 

 RSC  - 98.3% 

  RKM -  98.6% 

 RJT  -  96.2% 

KS1 

1ES  -  99.3% 2AA -  95.5% 

1JR  -  86.4% 2LD  -  89.3% 

1WG  -  93.2% 2SS -  95%  

KS2 

3EB -  97.9% 5KB  -  87.9% 

3TC -  95%  5LT  -  96.6% 

3HP -  85.5% 5RW  -  99% 

4AJ  -  99% 6CF  -  100%  

4BB  -  97.6%  6JH  -  97.8%    

4PB -  98.9%     6HR -  87.9% 
To report your child’s absence please e mail                                       
attendance@willowsprimary.com by 9am. 

Thank you 
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* Reception children are having a buffet lunch on Monday at their party * 

 
 

Safe Scootering 

Please remind older children, who use scooters on their own, about riding safely.  This week we 
were informed of a child who was scooting in the middle of the road. 

Covid –19 Symptoms 

Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire   
Directors of Public Health have    
confirmed that their approach        

remains: 

 ‘Classic’ symptoms (fever, cough, 
taste/smell): you must isolate and 

get a PCR test.  

‘Other’ symptoms (sore throat, runny 
nose, tired, aches/pains, sneezing 
etc etc):  you must get a PCR test 
as a precaution but don’t need 
to self isolate while awaiting  

results. 

“if in doubt check it out” 

 

 

 

 

 

Diary Dates 

 

 

 

June 

Monday 28th  -  Reception’s Big Birthday Bash!  
   

July 

Tuesday 6th  -  1WG visit to Llandudno 

Wednesday 7th  -  1JR visit to Llandudno 

Thursday 8th  -  1ES visit to Llandudno 

Friday 16th  -  Last day in current classes 

        Y6 Music Festival and barbecue 5.30pm 

Monday 19th  -  Start of ‘bump up’ days  

Wednesday 21st  -  School closes for the summer  

 

 

 



Advice from the Director of Public Health 
  

The seven-day rate of coronavirus cases in Stoke-on-Trent is now 85 per 100,000 people, for the 
week 11 June - 17 June 2021. There continues to be a significant increase of cases in the city,  
increase of 71.7 per cent on the previous seven days. The percentage of people who have had 
a test and tested positive is 2.5 per cent.  

As many of you will be aware, there have been a number of COVID-19 cases in Staffordshire 
schools – some of which have been linked to the outbreak in Leek, and the testing of thousands of 
secondary and primary schools in Newcastle is now underway. 

Given that there have been cases in schools and within schools in neighbouring local authority   
areas, we are urging all staff and pupils in Stoke-on-Trent city schools – both in primary and 
secondary settings -  to take a COVID-19 test before the end of this school week. One 
in three people with COVID-19 don’t show symptoms, so regular testing using lateral flow tests 
(LFTs) is key to squashing any potential outbreaks. 

You can access tests via a number of ways: 

 

Home testing kits 

Everyone in England is now able to access two home LFT kits each week. They are free and there 
are various ways you can access them. The kits are quick to use from home, and give results in 30 
minutes. Testing twice a week should now be a normal part of our lives, even if you have had the 
vaccination you can still spread the virus, and there are still a lot of people who have 
not yet had their jab. 

It’s also really important that your test results are registered online or over the phone 
- whether your result is positive, negative or a void result. If testing at home,           
residents will need to register their results online or by calling 119. They should self-
isolate if positive and order a confirmatory PCR test within 48 hours of a positive LFT. 

Community Collect 

Home testing kits are available to collect from a number of venues across the city. Our staff are 
trained and on hand to help you and they are available to answer any questions or concerns you 
may have and to talk you through how to use these tests. You can find out more details about the 
community collect venues which offer this via https://www.stoke.gov.uk/communitycollect 

Pharmacy collection: 

You can also collect home testing kits from 58 pharmacies across the city. You can find out where 
you can collect them from via a map on the NHS website, available at Find where to get rapid lateral 
flow tests - NHS (test-and-trace.nhs.uk) 

Ordering tests online: 

If you cannot collect a home test kit from a community testing site or pharmacy, you can order 
them online by Order coronavirus (COVID-19) rapid lateral flow tests - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk).  

  

Book a Covid-19 test 

You will still be able to book tests at our community testing centres and there are still plenty of 
slots available. A full list of community locations and booking options and a range of locations, 
dates and times for the week ahead the are available on our website via www.stoke.gov.uk/
bookacovid19test. 

  

If you have one of the three main symptoms then you are not eligible for lateral flow testing. You 
should instead book a test through https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test, or by calling 119. 

Please also remember that confirmatory PCR tests for positive lateral flow tests have been         
reintroduced. It is really important that everyone has a confirmatory PCR test within 48 hours 
maximum of a positive lateral flow test (LFT) at our community venues. 
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