
 

Year 6 Spring Term Newsletter  

Explore, Dream, Discover Curriculum                                                               

Our History lessons this term will be continuing the exciting World War II based learning that we started 

before Christmas. The children will be honing their historical skills as well as broadening their knowledge 

of key events in this time period.                                                                                                                          

Geography will be focussing on knowledge of UK cities and landmarks, building towards a comparison of 

London and Paris, in preparation for our visit to France in June.                                                                                        

In Art and D&T, we will be using a range of media to explore the theme of birds, in connection to our 

class novel, ’Skellig’.                                                                                                                                          

As part of our PE curriculum, we will be continuing with our daily ‘bootcamp’ sessions and during P.E. 

lessons, we will be doing gymnastics. Please ensure that your child has their full P.E. kit (including 

trainers and a tracksuit) in school at all times.                                                                                                                                 

Computing sessions this term will be based on coding and programming. 

 

 

 

Welcome back!  We hope you have all had a wonderful Winter break and are looking forward to this year 

as much as we are - there are some fantastic activities and learning opportunities planned!                                         

Year 6 Staff.                                                                                                                                                      

6CF – Mrs. French and Mrs. Punchard                                                                                                              

6RW – Mrs. Williams and Mrs. Lakin 

6AJ – Miss James, Mrs Hookway, Miss Owen and Mrs Aston 

 

English.                                                                                                                                                       

Our English lessons this half term will also be based upon the David Almond text, ‘Skellig’, which we will be 

reading and discussing as a class. Each week, there will be a specific reading/comprehension lesson to explore 

the text in detail and we will also be analysing, and writing in the style of, a variety of different genres.  

In addition to daily English lessons, we will also continue with whole class guided reading lessons during which 

we explore a text, predict, summarise, analyse and focus on unfamiliar words.  The children will have the 

opportunity to experience as many different writing genres as possible to appeal to a variety of interests, and we 

will also give some practise SATs style questions every now and again to ensure familiarity with this style of 

testing.  We want children to be prepared, but also want them to enjoy this final year at The Willows. 

Children will continue to learn spellings from the Year 5 and 6 spelling list. If children can learn the spellings 

which they have got wrong on a weekly basis, this will help them immensely.  There is a spelling test during SATs 

week which does go towards their Spelling Punctuation and Grammar level. 

Mathematics                                                                                                                                                       

This term we are well underway with meeting the curriculum objectives for 

Year 6.  Children have three different assessments in May linked to maths - 

one arithmetic paper and two reasoning papers.  The arithmetic paper is a 

30 minute paper with around 36 questions (some worth two marks).  In 

order to be confident in this area, children need to be scoring above 30 out 

of 40. 

In preparation for some of the ‘trickier to answer’ questions that are found 

in the reasoning papers, children will need a secure understanding of the 

mathematical concepts covered which will help them to fully comprehend 

what the questions are asking of them, particularly as some questions have 

4 different ‘stages’ to complete.  Through the term, we will be holding SATs 

booster groups after school – practising maths skills with your child at 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As always, if you have any questions or queries, please come and see us as soon as possible. 

We are all looking forward to a happy and successful year! 

Year 6 staff  

 

rwilliams@willowsprimary.com 

ajames@willowsprimary.com 

cfrench@willowsprimary.com 

Homework                                                                                                                                                

Children will receive weekly “Brain Builders” homework as they did last term. This will be issued on a 

Wednesday and needs to be returned on the following Monday. There will be a piece of English and a piece of 

Maths each week. These will be activities linked to what the children have done in class so they should be able                    

to complete them independently.  SATs style questions are given for maths.   

Thank you so much with your continued support with reading and homework.  All three Year 6 classes are 

getting brilliant percentages for completion.    

 

 

Birthdays 

When it is your child’s birthday, it is always lovely to 

celebrate with their classmates. We always make a 

fuss of children who are celebrating a birthday and 

we encourage children to bring in a book to keep in 

the reading area instead of sweets or cake, which will 

no longer be acceptable. 

 

Snacks 

It has been noticed that some children 

have been bringing crisps in at break time. 

We ask that they bring items such as: fruit, 

raisins, breadsticks, carrot sticks, etc. 

Please do not send chocolate, cake, 

pastries, sweets or crisps. You can also 

send the children into school with a water 

bottle. 

Year 6 Bits and Bobs   

The prefects have started their duties brilliantly in school! So many teachers mention how grown up 

they have been in their approach.  Well done! Some have even developed a bit of an ‘authoritative’ 

side…not mentioning any names! 

As we’re sure you are all aware, in May our Year 6 children will complete their KS2 SATs in Reading, 

Maths and SPaG. Time off at this time can really affect a child’s progress.  We cover so much each 

day, that one day out can mean a lot of catch up work.  Unless they are really poorly, try to keep 

attendance at 100%.  It is such an important time and we want them to do their absolute best. 

At the beginning of June 2020, we will be going on our residential visit to France.  There will be 

another meeting regarding the trip to iron out any last minute issues closer to the time.  The recent 

letter detailed the current priority of travel documentation.  If you need this letter, please come and 

ask.        
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