
 

Geography Medium Term Plan 

 

Year 

group 

Autumn Spring  Summer 

1 Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United 
Kingdom 
 

Identify the location of hot and cold areas of the world in 
relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles 
 
Use world maps, atlases and globes 
 
Use basic vocab to describe physical features (hill, forest) 
 

 

Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the 
United Kingdom 
 

Use world maps, atlases and globes 

Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the 
United Kingdom 
 

Use basic vocab to describe physical and human 
features (Physical; beach, cliff, coast, forest, sea, 
ocean, Human; city, town, port, harbour) 
 
Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks and basic human and physical 
features; devise a simple map; and use and 
construct basic symbols in a key (Compare Penkhull 
to Llandudno) 
 

 

 
 

2 Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five 
oceans (focus on Africa) 

 
Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries 
and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding 
area. (focus on comparing Stoke and Nairobi) 
 
 
Understand geographical similarities and differences through 
studying the human and physical geography of Stoke on 
Trent and of a small area in a contrasting non-European 

country (Africa). (village, city, farm, house, office, shop) 

 

Use geographical vocab to describe key physical and 
human features (Physical; forest, hill, vegetation, ocean, 
river, soil,  mountain, valley, 
Human; city, town, village, factory) 

 

Use simple compass directions and locational and 
directional language. (North, South, East, West, 
near, far, left, right) 
 
Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks and basic human and physical 
features; devise a simple map; and use and 
construct basic symbols in a key. 
 
Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to 
study the geography of the school and its grounds 

and the key human and physical features of its 
surrounding environment.  
 
Orienteering around school grounds. 

 

 
 

 



3 Locate countries using maps with a focus on Europe. 
(Mediterranean Egypt, Spain, Turkey, Greece, place culture, 
continental) 

 
Key physical and human characteristics of a European 
country (Spain) 
 
Describe and understand the key aspects of climate zones 
(climate, zone, tropical, temperate, polar, arid, 
Mediterranean) 

 

Key aspects of physical geography- earthquakes 
(Epicentre, magnitude, plate tectonics, Richter scale, 
mantel, crust, tremor,) 

 
Land use patterns and understand how some of these 
patterns have changed over time.  
Human geography; including trade links, land use and 
economic activity. (industry, transport, infrastructure, 
factory, homes, settlements, canal, river,) 

Human geography including types of settlements. 
(Skara Brae, Weathering) 
 

use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied 

 
use four grid references, symbols and key (including 
the use of Ordnance Survey maps) (Grid reference, 
symbol, key, scale, compass, direction) 

4 Describe and understand key aspects of: 
physical geography, including: mountains and volcanoes 
(Mountains –contour, foot, slope, summit, valley, range, 
height,  
Volcanos – vent, magma, extinct, dormant, active, molten, 

ash cloud,) 

Identify the position and significance of latitude, 
longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic 
and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and 
time zones (including day and night) (Latitude, longitude, 

Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, 
Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of Capricorn, Arctic, Antarctic, 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian, time zones) 
 
Locate the world’s countries using maps to focus on 
Europe and North and South America. (using vocab listed 
above) 
 

 

Describe and understand key aspects of the Water 
Cycle. (Water cycle, evaporation, transpiration, 
condensation, precipitation, run-off, solid, liquid, 
gas) 
And linked to Science – States of Matter 

5 Understand geographical similarities and differences through 
the study of human and physical geography of a region of 
the United Kingdom (Scotland – Glasgow), a region in a 
European country (Ile-de-France), and a region within North 
or South America (New York City – North America). (Scotland 
– Physical vocab; highlands, lowlands, coastlines, islands, 
rivers (Year 1) , mountains (Year 4), lochs) 

 

Describe and understand key aspects of rivers (River 
Trent) Distribution of natural resources including energy, 
minerals, food and water. (Bank, basin, bed, canal 
(year3), current, delta, downstream, fresh water, 
erosion, estuary, floodplain, mouth, salt water, silt, 
source, stream, tidal river, tributary, upstream, 
watershed,) 

 

Understand geographical similarities and differences 
through the study of human and physical 
geography of a region of the United Kingdom 
(Scotland – Glasgow) (AUTUMN TERM), a region in 
a European country (Ile-de-France), and a region 
within North or South America (New York City – 
North America). (SUMMER TERM) (Scotland – 
Physical vocab; highlands, lowlands, coastlines, 
islands, rivers (Year 1) , mountains (Year 4), lochs) 
 
 

6 locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe 
(including the location of Russia) (Use physical and political 
maps, Link to  vocab (Year 4)  Latitude, longitude, Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, Tropic of 

Cancer, Tropic of Capricorn, Arctic, Antarctic, 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian, time zones) 
 

 

Describe and understand key aspects of physical 
geography including biomes and vegetation belts. 
(Biome, vegetation – understand that climates and 
vegetation are linked in biomes)  

 
Name and locate counties and cities of the United 
Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying 
human and physical characteristics, key topographical 
features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers). 
 

 

Key physical and human characteristics of major 
cities (Paris and London) (Urbanisation, sprawl, 
industrial, industrial revolution, transport, 
infrastructure (Year 3), slums, recreation, recreation 

areas (e.g. parks, football pitches, etc.) 

 

 


