
 

Year 5 Autumn Term Newsletter 

 

Welcome back Year 5!  What a busy week it has been already this term.  It has been lovely to see everyone return enthusiastically 

and we have been amazed by some of the incredible homework projects which have been prepared over the summer.  We have 

some exciting learning and trips planned to share with you.  

English 

This term we are studying our new                             

book The Nowhere Emporium.                               

Inspired by the book, children will                          

produce their own mystery prologue,                         

create diary entries and form persuasive                                               

arguments. 

On a weekly basis, children will also be given spellings to 

learn for a test which will take place on Friday.  The 

spellings will be copied into your child’s diary every 

Monday.  Children will have opportunities to practise 

learning how to correctly spell these words at school, but 

additional practice at home will greatly benefit your child. 

Maths 

This term our learning will include: place value 

(understanding the value of any digit in a number up to at 

least one million); four written operations (+ - X ÷); 

number patterns (e.g. what number would come next in 

this sequence; 3,7,11 …?); rounding whole numbers and 

decimals (e.g. round 8.6 to the nearest whole number). 

Knowledge of times tables forms a crucial foundation for 

most Maths concepts in Year 5.   If your child has not yet 

mastered the quick recall of times tables, there are several 

online games and apps which provide a fun way to support 

at home such as Hit the Button: 

(https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths=games/hit-the-

button). 

 
Curriculum 

Our work this term is based around the book, The Nowhere Emporium.  Thank you to those who have purchased a copy of the 

book.  We are very grateful to the school PTFA who have kindly donated copies of the book to each class.  If you would like your 

child to have their own personal copy, you can find copies on Amazon.co.uk. 

In Science the children will be learning about forces.   The children will develop their understanding of air resistance, drag and 

friction and will investigate how mechanisms, like levers, pulleys and gears allows a smaller force to have a greater effect.   

In History, we will be learning about the Victorians.  Each class will have the opportunity to visit Englesea Brook Chapel and 

Museum where they will have the opportunity to dress up as a Victorian school child and experience a typical school morning.  All 

costumes will be provided by the museum.  

 
PE 

This term PE will include football and high 5 netball and will take place on Tuesday for 5JH and 5JD and on Thursday for 5HR.   

Year 5 have been very fortunate to have Thistley Hough specialist PE staff to support our sessions and once a fortnight the 

children will have the opportunity to attend the high school and access their equipment.   Children, who have not yet achieved 

successfully swimming a length, will be attending Fenton Manor to continue to improve their swimming ability.   Please ensure 

that your child always has their PE kit in school in case of any changes/additional opportunities which may occur.   We have also 

taken on the challenge of The Willows Mile - - where 3 times a week we will be setting out to conquer the mile.   We will be 

encouraging students to make goals based on their ability and charting their progress. 
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Thank you for all the support that you give your child in their learning. 

Jacqui Hall jhall2@willowsprimary.com 

Holly Richardson hrichardson@willowsprimary.com 

Joanne Davies jdavies3@willowsprimary.com  

 

Homework 

Homework will be given out on a weekly basis – it will be sent home on a Wednesday to be returned by the following Monday.  

This will be focused on the core subjects of English and Mathematics.   Follow-up activities are often planned which relate to the 

homework, so it is important that children return their completed work promptly.   Towards the end of the term, the children will 

have some optional creative homework which will link to the topic for the next term.    

Homework is planned to closely match children’s ability and to support what they have been learning in class.   Bronze 

homework is aimed at supporting children who are working towards the Year 5 expectations. Silver level homework is targeted 

for children who are meeting the Year 5 age expectations.  Gold homework gives challenge for those children who are working 

at greater depth.    

 

Year 5 Residential Laches Wood  

Our residential trip is fast approaching.  It is an exciting opportunity to build resilience, strengthen relationships and make 

lasting memories.   Please attend an information meeting on Monday 11th November at 3.10pm which will give more details of 

the trip and what students will need to bring.  If you cannot attend the meeting, please don’t worry as we will send information 

about kit lists, departure times etc to all parents on that same week.  

On Wednesday 11th December at 2.30pm we would like to invite you to visit your child’s classroom when we will share our 

stories and photographs from our residential trip. 

 Class Assemblies 

We would like to invite you to a very exciting event – A Victorian Christmas which will be held on Tuesday 17th December at 

6pm. Each class will perform a section of A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens. Last year, it was held to great success and we 

are sure this year’s will be equally well received (if not better!) 

As part of the assembly, the children will need Victorian costumes and we would appreciate your support in providing this.   

Girls can wear simple dresses, shawls or aprons.  Boys can wear plain trousers/shirts and add a flat cap or neck scarf.  Second-

hand shops are often a good place to find this style of clothes with very little expense.  

Dates of your Diary 

22nd October  Year 5 Library visit for Performance Poet Jasmine Gardosi  (information to follow)                             

11th November   Meeting for Laches Wood Residential @ 3.10pm                                                                                          
18th November  5JH Class Trip to Englesea Brook Chapel                                                                                            

19th Novemer  5HR Class Trip to Englesea Brook Chapel                                                                                     
22nd November      5JD Class Trip to Englesea Brook Chapel                                                                                        

2nd – 6th December Year 5 Residential Trip to Laches Wood Outdoor Activity Centre                                                      

11th December  Y5 Visit Afternoon at 2.30 pm                                                                                                     
17th December   Year 5 Assembly Night – ‘A Christmas Carol ’ – 6pm (5JH, 5JD, 5HR) 
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