
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

In this week’s newsletter we are celebrating the creativity of our pupils. Last week 
we proudly revealed to the pupils our Wind in The Willows themed book bench 
which as you can see from the photographs in this newsletter looks absolutely 
splendid. I hope that you are able to take the opportunity during the Easter break 
to visit our book bench and also spot other ones that are sited across the city. 
Following her Junior Chef success, Beatrice continues to fly the flag of The      
Willows by designing the winning entry for the walk to school badge – we look 
forward to our pupils wearing badges with Beatrice’s design on it!  

You will see below that the PTFA have launched their competition to find a great 
design for the front cover of the Summer Fayre brochure. This is really timely as 
the children will have more spare time over the next couple of weeks, so we look 
forward to seeing lots of designs returning to school at the beginning of May.  

Can I take this opportunity to wish you all a great break from school, and I hope 
that you can enjoy some family time together. We look 
forward to seeing you on Monday 29th April. 

Mrs S Thursfield 

Head Teacher 
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 Attendance and Punctuality       

 Whole school  -  96.1%  

 Reception 

 RSC  -  94.4% 

 RKM  -  89% 

 RJT  -  96.1% 

  

KS1 

1ES  -  98%   2AA -  99.3% 

1WG  - 97.4%   2LJ  -  97.3% 

1SR  -  97.9%   2SS  -  93.3% 

KS2 

3EB  - 96.8% 5JH  -  88.3% 

3TC  -  96.7% 5HR  -  97% 

3HP  -  95.5% 5RW  -  98% 

4BB  -  96.3% 6CF  -  95% 

4KB  -  98.1% 6AJ  -  97.1% 

4PB  -  97.3% 6TH  -  93.7% 
To report your child’s absence you may e mail Mrs      

Burgess at jburgess11@willowsprimary.com by 9am. 

Thank you  





 

 

 

 

 Reading Champions 

 

KS1 

1ES  -  90% 2AA  -  93% 

1SR  -   89% 2LJ  -  93% 

1WG  -  96% 2SS  -  100% 

Congratulations 2SS for 100% 

and 1WG for gaining a silver 

medal! 

KS2 

3EB -  93%     5JH  -  100% 

3TC -  86% 5HR  -  97% 

3HP -  100% 5RW  -  100% 

4BB  -  90% 6CF  -  93% 

4PB  -  83% 6AJ  -  64% 

4KB  -  90% 6TH  - 94% 

Congratulations 3HP, 5JH 

and 5RW for 100%! 

Reception 

  RSC  -  97%  

  RKM  -  90%  

  RJT -  93%  

Well done RSC! 

Children must read at least 5 times a week at home 

to become a reading champion  -  reading to an 

adult in school is not counted in this total.  

BookBench 

On Tuesday Mrs Ball and 4 children attended the Stoke Reads BookBench Launch at Hanley Library. 

They were able to see all 20 completed BookBench sculptures, including our very own bench ‘Wind in 

The Willows’.  

The children took part in craft activities, watched Nick Degg perform his own poetry and listened to a 

professional storyteller. There were many important visitors at the library, including the Mayor, the    

National Literacy Trust and Ben Reed, the creator of BookBenches (as well as the Gruffalo and Cheshire 

Cat!). 

The BookBenches are now making their way to various venues across the city and will be on display for 

the next 3 months. Look out for the trail and activities map, which should have been given out in school 

this week. Our BookBench will be in situ at World of Wedgewood so please try to pay it a visit! Don’t   

forget to take lots of photographs and upload them on social media using the hashtags #StokeReads 

#BookBench 

A huge thank you goes to Miss Wendy Gibson, who has worked          

tremendously hard with the ‘winning  design children’ to create            

The Willows’ very own BookBench, inspired by Wind in the Willows.  

       

Pictured here are Alfie, Joe, Isabelle and 

Darcey: all very proud of their artwork at the 

launch! 

Winning designers and designs 

featured on the bench are on 

the following pages! 

 









 

 

 Blog of the week 

 

SATs Tests 

Please note that during the following weeks children in Y2 and Y6 will be sitting 
their SATs tests: 

Monday 13th May  -  Y6 KS2 SATs week 

Monday 20th May  -  Y2 KS1 SATs week 

 

Full attendance and punctuality is essential during these weeks.                             
Thank you in advance. 

 

Tips to Try: From the Eco Guys 

If you go to the beach, throw your rubbish away in bins.              

Don’t leave it for the sea to take away as the sea wildlife may eat the 

rubbish and  become ill or die.  

Did you know that recycling just one plastic bottle saves enough    

energy to power a 60W  lightbulb for six hours? 

Hannah Biju 5JH  

Eco Council member 

 Earrings 

We have a growing number of children who are 

coming to school wearing earrings, this is not 

part of our school uniform. 

Please ensure that earrings are removed before 

coming to school or ensure that your child is able 

to  remove their own earrings.  If not children will 

be asked to cover their earrings with plasters. 

 

‘Well done Brilliant 

Badgers for a super 

Easter Show!’ 

 School Closure 

 Following the recent Brexit news we have been  

informed that school will now be closed on     

Thursday 23rd May for the European Elections. 

This is in addition to Thursday 2nd May. 

We apologise for any inconvenience but this is out 

of our control. 



 

Dudson Company Closure 

You may well have heard about the sudden closure of the ceramic company Dudson, with the loss of 
400 jobs.  As most workers were paid weekly, families will find themselves with no income from      

Thursday 11th April.   This will put families at risk of considerable hardship.  For some people this will 
have been their only job, the loss of which will be huge and extremely worrying.  This will make home 

life stressful for all, including youngsters who may be pupils at your school. 
  

Council services, such as housing, council tax, Early Help will be able to support as appropriate. 
  

There are also two key events that can support any parents who were Dudson employees: 
  

1. A Dudson Support event, Tuesday 16 April, Tunstall Library, 10am to 3pm.  There will be a host of 

support agencies including the Job Centre, City Council, Citizen’s Advice, training providers, Trade       
Unions, National Careers Service to help people. 

2.  A Jobs Fair, Thursday 18 April, Sports Centre, Stoke-on-Trent College, 10am to 2pm. 
  

If you have any queries about the support on offer to Dudson employees please contact 
kelly.tomlinson@stoke.gov.uk 

  London Marathon 

Mrs Bradley (4PB) is running in the London Marathon this April.  
She would like to thank her lovely class for all their support 
with her running. They have been so good and covered 740 

miles as a class this year so far. 
You can help Fiona Bradley raise money for a great cause by 

donating directly to this fundraising page - 
www.justgiving.com/Fiona-Bradley4?

utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraisingpage&utm_c
ontent=Fiona-Bradley4&utm_campaign=pfp-

email&utm_term=5WwWwGXwN.  
JustGiving sends your donation straight to Katharine House 
Hospice - Stafford and automatically reclaims Gift Aid if you 
are a UK taxpayer, so your donation is worth even more.  

 
Thank you for your support! 

Library Books 

 

After the Easter break children will be able to choose a book from a 
class library box on a  weekly basis. These books are a range of stories for you to share at 
home as a family and we think that they would make great bedtime stories. As the children 

choose their own story from the class selection they may choose a story outside of their current 
reading ability.   

Once you have shared the story together this can be recorded in your child’s reading diary, it 
will be counted towards the weekly Reading Champion total! 

Class teachers will let children know which day their library book will be changed.  

 



The Alex Shaw Trust 

Alex Shaw was a beautiful ex-pupil of The Willows Primary School. Her time at The Willows was followed by her younger 

brother Lewis and her youngest sister Nevaeh is currently a pupil in Y1.  Sadly and unexpectedly last year Alex presented 

an illness which, given her condition, very quickly became complicated and she passed away at the age of 12.   

The charitable trust that has been set up by Alex’s family will donate 50% percent of funds to Birmingham Children’s 

Hospital, to support the Inherited Metabolic Diseases Unit, this is the unit where Alex was cared for since she was       
diagnosed with Methylmalonic Acidemia, a metabolic illness aged 6 months. 

The other 50% of funds are going to The Alex Shaw Trust.  Whilst supporting Birmingham Children’s Hospital, The Alex 

Shaw Trust recognises that making memories are equally just as important, as the medical care given by specialists. The 
Alex Shaw Trust is currently being established.  

As per the Charities Act of 2011, the charitable purpose for the public benefit of the Alex Shaw Trust will fall within 2  
categories:   

1. The prevention or relief of poverty 

2.  The advancement of health or the saving of lives  

Specifically, the benefit to the public of the Alex Shaw Trust will be:  

- providing comforts, items and services for young people and their families who are sick.  

- relieving financial hardship relating to the relief of those in need by reason of youth, ill-health, disability, financial   

hardship or other disadvantage. 

We will be selling raffle tickets in school (separate letter to follow) to raise funds for this worthy 
cause.  Listed below are the prizes that can be won.  You can find more information about the 

charity and winners of the raffle prizes on The Alex Shaw Trust Facebook page. 

 

First Prize -  ⭐⭐⭐⭐ Panasonic 32inch LED Television️

️️

️ ⭐⭐⭐⭐  ️

️️

️ - donated by Taylor Shaw and Edwards & Blake  

  

Laser Quest vouchers x2 

Stoke Ski Centre voucher - £20 

Bee Active Day Passes x5 

Lunch at the Marquis of Granby, Penkhull x2 

Ten Pin bowling for family of 4 

Flip Out voucher x2 

Fenton Manor swim pass for 2 people x2 

Dimensions swim pass for 4 people x2 

Skirmish Paintball pass for 5 people x5 

Billy’s Barn Farm Play Area pass for family of 4 - Amerton Farm 

W Lewis Florist, Penkhull voucher - £20 

Heavenly Blooms florist, Sneyd Green - Free bouquet 

Diamond Beauty, Oakhill voucher - £20 

Profile Hair Studio, Hanford - £20 

Nuffield gym pass for a day x5 

Large Heart Feature Lantern - Mimi and Davies 

Triple Vase Holder - Mimi and Davies 

Set of pasta bowls and jug - Portmeirion  

Cookworks slow cooker 







 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 

Friday 12th  BREAK UP FOR EASTER 

Monday 29th  SCHOOL OPENS FOR CHILDREN 

    Y4 Learn To Ride L1 

Tuesday 30th  Y3 Residential ‘Fire and Flint’ 

    Y4 Learn to Ride L1 

    RSC Dance Day performance to parents 2.30pm 

 

 

 

 

May 

Wednesday 1st   Y3 return from residential visit 

    RJT Dance Day performance to parents 2.30pm 

    Book Sale 3-4pm 

Thursday 2nd   SCHOOL CLOSED FOR VOTING DAY  

Friday 3rd   RKM Dance Day performance to parents 2.30pm 

Monday 6th  SCHOOL CLOSED FOR BANK HOLIDAY  

Wednesday 8th  Y4 residential ’Wilderness Academy’  

    Book Sale 3-4pm 

Thursday 9th  Y4 return from residential visit 

Monday 13th   Y6 SATs week 

Wednesday 15th 4BB Class Assembly 2.30pm 

Thursday 16th  4KB Class Assembly 2.30pm 

Friday 17th  4PB Class Assembly 2.30pm 

Saturday 18th  Willows Fun Run 

Monday 20th  Y2 SATs week 

Thursday 23rd   SCHOOL CLOSED FOR VOTING DAY (EUROPEAN ELECTION) 

Friday 24th  BREAK UP FOR HALF TERM 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June  

Monday 3rd   SCHOOL CLOSED FOR STAFF TRAINING  

Tuesday 4th  Nursery & Reception Sports Day - 9.15am 

    KS1 Sports Day  -  1.30pm 

Wednesday 5th  Y3 & 4 Sports Day   - 9.15am 

Thursday 6th  Y5 & 6 Sports Day   -  9.15am 

    1.30pm ‘Rock Bottom’ performance to parents of the Drama Club  

Friday 7th   Non-uniform day (donations for Summer Fayre) 

Monday 10th  Y6 Holland visit 

Tuesday 11th   RSC Class Assembly 2.30pm 

Wednesday 12th RJT Class Assembly 2.30pm 

Friday 14th  RKM Class Assembly 2.30pm 

    Y6 return from Holland 

Monday 17th   Non-uniform day (donations for Summer Fayre) 

    Nursery & Reception Sports Day - 9.15am (reserve) 

    KS1 Sports Day  -  1.30pm (reserve) 

Tuesday 18th  Music Extravaganza  -  details to follow 

Wednesday 19th Y3 & 4 Sports Day   - 9.15am (reserve) 

Friday 21st  Y5 & 6 Sports Day   -  9.15am (reserve) 

    Reception visit to Conkers Outdoor Centre 

Saturday 22nd  Summer Fayre 1pm 

Tuesday 25th  Photos  -  Teams and leavers  

Thursday 27th  Northwood 

Friday 28th  Summer Games 

 

 

July 

Wednesday 3rd  Nursery & Reception Sports Day - 9.15am (2nd reserve) 

    KS1 Sports Day  -  1.30pm (2nd reserve) 

Thursday 4th  Y3 & 4 Sports Day   - 9.15am (2nd reserve) 

Friday 5th   Y5 & 6 Sports Day   -  9.15am (2nd reserve) 

Tuesday 9th  Sports Awards Night 

Tuesday 16th  City Sports  -  Northwood 

Wednesday 17th Nursery—Y5 Discos 

Thursday 18th  Y6 Leavers’ Disco 

Friday 19th July  SCHOOL CLOSES FOR SUMMER 

 

 

 

 


