
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

As part of this year’s school development plan, we are prioritising a whole school approach to developing ‘growth 
mindset’. This is an approach where we believe that all pupils are capable of learning and growth. It is the belief 

that intelligence and ability are not fixed traits or that we are born with only so much of them. Rather, with effort 
and perseverance all students are capable of academic achievement. 

We aim that your child will be immersed in the growth mindset throughout the school day: they will be praised for 

approaching the process of learning with grit and determination, but not for their mental quickness or natural  
intelligence. 

However, these messages cannot only come from school, and so I am writing to ask for your help. How can you 
help? We would like you to value growth and improvement in your home. Although, we are in a system whereby 

pupils are working towards government defined grades eg working at the expected level for their age, or even 
working within greater depth of the expected standard, we will be rewarding the children’s efforts, their resilience 

and determination not to give up and keep trying despite finding concepts difficult at times. Therefore, we would 

like you to focus strongly on your child’s effort grades – these will be shared with you at the forthcoming Parents’ 
Consultations (Wednesday 7th November for those children in YR – Y6). 

Here are some things you can do to extend and promote growth mindset in your home: 

Encourage your child to take risks and tackle new challenges at school. 

Praise your child, not for the ease with which he or she learns a concept, but for the amount of effort put into 

learning it. 

Communicate with your child’s class teacher if they are not finding the work challenging enough, so we can 

offer sufficiently difficult learning challenges. 

Emphasize perseverance and effort in extra-curricular activities eg ‘I am proud of how much effort you put 

into that football match’ rather than ‘I’m proud of how many goals you scored in that football game’. 

I hope you’ll commit to joining us on this growth-mindset journey as your help is essential. Please contact your 

child’s class teacher should you have any further questions about this. 

Mrs S Thursfield 

‘Every worthwhile accomplishment, big or little, has its stages of drudgery and triumph: a beginning, a struggle, 

and a victory.’ 

Mahatma Gandhi 
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 Attendance and Punctuality       

                                        Whole school  -  97.7%   

 

 

 Reception 

 RSC  -  96.1% 

  RKM -  99.3% 

 RJT  -  98.3% 

KS1 

1ES  -  97%   2AA -  94.1% 

1WG  -  99.3%   2LJ  -  98.3% 

1SR  -  95%   2SS  -  97% 

KS2 

3EB -  100% 5JH -  99.3% 

3TC -  98%  5HR  -  96.3% 

3HP -  93.3% 5RW  - 99.7% 

4BB  -  97.1% 6CF -  95.3% 

4KB  -  95.9% 6AJ  -  100% 

4PB  -  98% 6TH  -  99.3% 
To report your child’s absence you may e mail Mrs Burgess 

at jburgess11@willowsprimary.com by 9am. 



 

 

 

 

La Estrellas de la Semana! 

 

Well done to the following children who have been chosen by 

staff this week! 

KS1:     

 

1ES:  Ezenay Godwin    1SR: Harrison Tittensor  1WG: Mohsn Ejaz  

2AA: Harvey Freakley  2LJ: Marwa Mordi    2SS: Bodhi Hancock 

Behaviour Shield: Effy Forster (2SS) 

 

 

KS2:     

3EB: Ronnie Green    3TC: Claudia Robinson   3HP: Amber Armstrong-Matthews 

4BB: Ben Shevloff   4KB: Katie Whittington  4PB: Emily Parton 

5JH: James Beeson   5RW: Jordan Jones    5HR: Lilia Fear  

6AJ: Mya Copeland    6CF: Miles Glover   6TH: Daniel Blakemore 

 Brainbuilders 

Completing homework activities gives you an idea of the expectations of your children and it really helps 

reinforce learning that takes place in the classroom. We expect all of our children to complete their 

homework on a weekly basis  -  here are the class results for last week’s homework.   

95% of children across the school completed their Brainbuilders.   

 

KS1 

1ES  -  87%    2AA -  100% 

1WG  -  91% 2LJ  -  100% 

1SR  -  92% 2SS  -  100% 

KS2 

3EB -  90%      5JH -  100% 

3TC -  90%  5HR  -  93% 

3HP -  94%  5RW  -  97% 

4BB  -  97% 6CF -  97% 

4KB  -  93% 6AJ  -  96% 

4PB  -  97% 6TH  -  100% 



Clay Schools Project  -  Cast of Thousands 

Last term every student at The Willows took part in a ceramics workshop as part of CLAY School. The work they  
produced in the China Hall at Spode, with artist Peter Jones, helped to create the first thousand figures in the British 

Ceramics Biennial’s ambitious new project, Cast of Thousands. 
Each student produced a terracotta figure to represent themselves, someone they know, or a Stoke-on-Trent       

superhero to fight for important issues in the city. These figures will now be installed at World of Wedgwood from 
Thursday 18th October until Sunday 4th November for members of the public to see the wonderful work produced by 

our students. 
World of Wedgwood is open to the public daily from 10.00am till 5.00pm and entry is free, so you and your child can 
visit the museum to see their work on display alongside all the history and heritage of Wedgwood. There will also be 

free public workshops during half term, on Monday 29th and Tuesday 30th October. 



Local Democracy Week 

Last Friday, Abi, Rohith and Kaya        
attended the Local Democracy Children 
and Young People's Conference at Kings 

Hall, Stoke. They were fantastic         
representatives of The Willows and put 

across their ideas to local councillors and 
the Lord Mayor about how to combat   

anti-social behaviour, and make Stoke-on
-Trent a cleaner, safer city. They also had 
the opportunity to go on a 'behind the 

scenes' tour of the Lord Mayor's  Parlour, 
Council Chambers and Members' Room, 
as well as taking part in a secret ballot! 

‘Run’  -   Book Launch  

Next week we are launching our book ‘Run’ which is an   

anthology of writing and artwork by our staff and children  

Children will all receive flyers with further information on 

Wednesday 24th after an assembly by Peter Hooper, a local 
author. 

In keeping with the theme of the book we would like 

children from Reception to Y6 to wear their school 
PE kits for the day next Wednesday. 

 Blog of the week 

6TH Evacuee day!  

http://
willowsprima-

ry.primaryblogger.co.uk/2018/10/15/6th
-evacuee-day/  

Harvest Collection 

Thank you for your support with our recent    
Harvest collection and art work.                     

We had over 15,800 coins donated. We raised 
£392.00 in total. 

The money has been donated to Stoke-on-Trent 
Foodbank. 



 

 

 

 

 

 Reading Champions 

Children must read at least 5 times a week to become a reading champion  -  they can earn a 

shared class treat if their class are the weekly winners! 

 

KS1 

1ES  -  91% 2AA  -  90% 

1SR  -   92% 2LJ  -  100% 

1WG  -  93% 2SS  -  100% 

KS2 

3EB -  93%      5JH -  100% 

3TC -  97% 5HR  -  90% 

3HP -  100% 5RW  - 87% 

4BB  -  100% 6CF -  90% 

4KB  -  97% 6AJ  -  89% 

4PB  -  93% 6TH  - 100% 

 Stoke 100 Reads 

 

Don’t forget to check Reading Diaries for the 100 Stoke Reads book list.  

This is a collection of the most popular 100 book titles as voted for by children and families across the City that 

are ‘must reads’ before the end of Primary school. Children who read every title on the Stoke 100 Reads list can 
claim a special limited edition copy of Roald Dahl’s beloved classic, The BFG and receive a certificate for their 

achievement. The beautiful gift books have been donated to the Stoke Reads campaign by Penguin Random 
House and retail at £20 each.  

As soon as children have read 25 of the books listed they will receive a raffle ticket for a 
prize draw! They could win the choice of a book from a prize box and a chocolate Santa! 

 

If you are not already a member of the library, your child can join at any of the six libraries and it is free! There is 
no charge to borrow books and children can borrow up to 20 books at a time for up to 4 weeks. For more       

information about how to join the library please visit the Stoke-on-Trent City Council website. https://

www.stoke.gov.uk/info/20036/libraries/68/how_to_join_the_library  

Polite Requests 

Could we kindly ask that adults do not smoke outside 
of the school gates.  We want our children to be safe 

from smoke. 

 

Once children have been collected please do not 
congregate outside of the gates, it leaves little room 
on the pavement for people to pass, especially with 

pushchairs. 

Young Voices Club 

The Young Voices choir will be holding 
a cake sale on Thursday 25th October. 

 Please support this worthy fundraiser as the   

money raised will pay for their coach to the Young 
Voices Concert in Birmingham next year. 

 Cakes will be 50p each  

 







 

 

 

Are you looking after someone else’s child? 

 

If you are looking after someone else’s child this may be what is called a             
Private Fostering arrangement.  

 

Private fostering is different from the type of fostering that most people will be     
familiar with because private fostering doesn’t require you to make an application to 

the local authority to be a private foster carer or to do any training.  

 

It covers private arrangements which will last for 28 days or more for children      
under 16 or under 18 if they have a disability. It includes children sent from abroad 

to stay with family members, teenagers who may be living with the family of a 
friend, boyfriend or girlfriend and people living with a host family while they are 

studying. 

 

If you are going to be looking after someone else’s child for 28 days or more and 
they are under 16 years of age, then you need to tell the local authority because it 

has to carry out checks as well as make regular visits to see the child or young    
person. They can give you lots of advice too.  

 

Did you know:  

 

You may be able to claim Tax Credits, Child Benefit, other specific financial help if 
the child has a special need as well as practical support  

 

To find out more information, please telephone the Access and Advice        
team :  01782 232200 

If you are already caring for someone else’s child, please call the Safeguarding 
Referral Team  : 01782 235100  



City Catering Junior Chef of the Year Competition 2019 
 

Calling all budding chefs in Years 3-6! 
 

All Key Stage 2 pupils are invited to enter a junior cookery competition.  
Can you design and cook a balanced, savoury dish, including accompaniments which 
can be prepared, cooked and served within 60 minutes? It must serve 4 people and 
cost less than £4.00. 
 
The eventual winner will have their dish served as a special on the school lunchtime 
menu across primary schools in Stoke on Trent. 
 
We are going to hold a school competition to find our contestant. The winner will 
compete in a ‘cook-off’ against pupils from other schools at Foxes Bank Farm,    
Bridgmere in March 2019.   
 
The guidelines below should be enough to get you thinking about your dish. 
 

Seasonality - The competition will be held in the spring term so the ingredients 
used should reflect this.  

Local produce - The dish should make best use of locally sourced produce.  

Provenance/place of origin - Please give some details about one of the local 
ingredients you have used, where and how it is made or produced.  

Creativity - Think about the flavours and textures of your menu.  

Cooking skills - Use as many skills as possible.  

Nutritional balance - Don’t forget your fruit and vegetables.  

Budget for ingredients - The combined cost for all 4 people must not       
exceed £4.00 in total (i.e. £1.00 per head)  

 
If you would like to enter, please pick up an entry form from Mrs Capper in the   

Sunflower Room or from the school office. 
 

All entries to be sent back to Mrs Capper by Thursday 29th November. 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Diary Dates for October 

 

Monday 22nd  NMI Parent Consultations 12.45-4.20pm 

Tuesday 23rd  NJS Parent Consultations 12.45-4.20pm 

Wednesday 24th The Willows’ ‘Run’ book launch day  -  school PE clothes may be worn on 

    this day (Reception to Y6 classes) 

    NKT Parent Consultations 12.45-4.20pm 

Thursday 25th   Spots and stripes dress up day for Nursery children  

    Elmer dress up day for Reception classes 

    NDW Parent Consultations 12.45-4.20pm 

    Young Voices Choir  -  cake sale (50p each) 

Friday 26th  Academy photographs  -  families, siblings, individual 

    BREAK UP FOR HALF TERM  

 

 

Diary Dates for November 

 

Monday 5th   SCHOOL OPENS 

    4BB Dance Day performance to parents 2.30pm 

Tuesday 6th  4PB Dance Day performance to parents 2.30pm 

Wednesday 7th  Y2 Life Long Ago Workshop & Dinosaur Visit (letters to follow) 

    R-Y6 Parent Consultations 1.30-8pm   

Thursday 8th  4KB Dance Day performance to parents 2.30pm 

Friday 9th   Year 1 library visit 

Monday 12th  5JH visit to Englesea Brook Chapel 

Tuesday 13th  5HR visit to Englesea Brook Chapel 

Wednesday 14th 5RW visit to Englesea Brook Chapel 

Thursday 22nd  Y4 Romans visit to Chester 

Friday 23rd  Year 2 library visit 

Monday 26th  6TH Class Assembly 9.05am 

Tuesday 27th  6AJ Class Assembly 9.05am 

Wednesday 28th 6CF Class Assembly 9.05am 

Friday 30th  SCHOOL CLOSED FOR STAFF TRAINING  



 

DRAMA SCHOOL Presents… 

HALLOWEEN DRAMA DAY 
Wednesday 31st October 

Please come and join us at Penkhull Village Hall 

1oam-4pm for some spooky, creative fun.  We welcome children form 

age 5 and above.  The children are encouraged to come in fancy 

dress, we will enjoy a fun, energetic day playing lots of games and 

drama based activities.  Please provide a packed lunch and  money for 

the tuck shop (optional). 

The day will be run by professional artists Catherine Shevloff and 

Victoria Gotham and will be fully chaperoned. 

 

The cost is £20.00 payable on the day. 

 

To book a place or for more information please e mail 

dramaschoolinfo@gmail.com 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

Diary Dates for December 

 

Monday 3rd   Y5 Laches Wood visit all week 

Thursday 6th  Reception Nativity performance 1.45pm 

Friday 7th   Reception Nativity performance 9.30am 

Monday 10th  Songbirds  -  Victoria Hall (information to follow) 

Tuesday 11th  Nursery and KS2 Christmas dinners 

Wednesday 12th Reception and KS1 Christmas dinners 

Wednesday 12th Y1 Nativity performance 6pm 

Thursday 13th  Nursery visit to Bridgemere 

    Y3/4 Christingle Service at Hartshill Church 9.45am 

    Y5/6 Christingle Service at Hartshill Church 10.45am 

Friday 14th  Y1 Nativity performance 9.30am 

    Reception visit to Tamworth Snowdome 

Monday 17th  Nursery and Reception Christmas party day 

Tuesday 18th  Y1 Christmas party day 

    Y5 Victorian Christmas Concert 6pm 

Wednesday 19th Y2 Christmas Carol concert 2pm 

Thursday 20th  Y2 Christmas party day 

Friday 21st   KS2 discos a.m 

    BREAK UP FOR CHRISTMAS 

 

 

Diary Dates for January 2019 

 

Monday 7th  SCHOOL OPENS FOR SPRING TERM 

Tuesday 8th  Y5/6 Drama Club performance ‘Rock Bottom’ for parents 

Wednesday 9th  Science Fair 3.15-5pm 

Tuesday 15th  3HP Class Assembly 9.15am 

Wednesday 16th 3TC Class Assembly 9.15am 

Thursday 17th  3EB Class Assembly 9.15am 

Tuesday 22nd  1SR Dance Day performance to parents 2.30pm 

Wednesday 23rd 1ES Dance Day performance to parents 2.30pm 

Thursday 24th  1WG Dance Day performance to parents 2.30pm 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  Diary Dates for February 

Tuesday 12th  5JH Dance Day performance to parents 2.30pm 

Wednesday 13th  Valentines discos  

Thursday 14th  5RW Dance Day performance to parents 2.30pm 

Friday 15th   5HR Dance Day performance to parents 2.30pm 

    BREAK UP FOR HALF TERM 

Monday 25th  SCHOOL CLOSED FOR STAFF TRAINING  

Tuesday 26th  School opens for children 

 

Diary Dates for March 

Thursday 7th  World Book Day (information to follow) 

Monday 18th  Dance 2019 

Friday 29th   Reception ‘Mothers’ Day’ coffee morning 9.15am 

  

Diary Dates for April 

Tuesday 2nd   2LJ Class Assembly 2.15pm 

Wednesday 3rd  2SS Class Assembly 2.15pm 

Friday 5th   2AA Class Assembly 2.15pm 

Tuesday 9th  1WG Class Assembly 2.15pm 

Wednesday 10th  Nursery Easter Bonnet Parade (information to follow) 

Thursday 11th  1SR Class Assembly 2.15pm 

Friday 12th   1ES Class Assembly 2.15pm 

    BREAK UP FOR EASTER 

Monday 29th  SCHOOL OPENS FOR CHILDREN 

Tuesday 30th  RSC Dance Day performance to parents 2.30pm 

 

Diary Dates for May 

Wednesday 1st   RJT Dance Day performance to parents 2.30pm 

Thursday 2nd   SCHOOL CLOSED FOR VOTING DAY  

Friday 3rd   RKM Dance Day performance to parents 2.30pm 

Monday 6th  SCHOOL CLOSED FOR BANK HOLIDAY  

Wednesday 8th  Y4 residential to Codsall  

Thursday 9th  Y4 return from Codsall 

Monday 13th   Y6 SATs week 

Wednesday 15th  4BB Class Assembly 2.30pm 

Thursday 16th  4KB Class Assembly 2.30pm 

Friday 17th   4PB Class Assembly 2.30pm 

Saturday 18th  Willows Fun Run 

Friday 24th   BREAK UP FOR HALF TERM 

 

Diary Dates for June  

Monday 3rd   SCHOOL CLOSED FOR STAFF TRAINING  

Monday 10th  Y6 Holland visit 

Tuesday 11th   RSC Class Assembly 2.30pm 

Wednesday 12th  RJT Class Assembly 2.30pm 

Thursday 13th  Academy photographs - class photos 

Friday 14th   RKM Class Assembly 2.30pm 

Tuesday 25th  Academy photographs - leavers, teams 


