
 

Year 2 Autumn Term Newsletter 

  Welcome back! We are all looking forward to a great time in Year 2 and have lots of exciting things planned for 

your children. 

Year Two Staff 

The teachers in Year 2 are Mrs Jones (2LJ), Miss Smalley (2SS) and Mrs Adlington (2AA).  

The teaching assistants in Year 2 are Mrs Price (2LJ), Mrs Ackroyd (2SS) and Mrs Crump (2AA).  

We are always happy to chat to parents; the best time to talk to us is at the end of the day as we 

are very busy first thing in the morning. If you do need to contact us before school please leave a 

message with the member of staff on the Year 2 entrance or by telephoning the school office.  

You can also e-mail us with less urgent issues and we will get back to you as soon as we can. 

 

First Topic 

Our first topic for this half term is The Great Fire of 

London. We shall be looking at lots of non-fiction 

texts relating to the event and ‘Vlad and the Great 

Fire of London’ which follows the journey of a flea 

on the night of the fire. We are hoping to arrange a 

visit to the fire station and more information will 

follow at a later date.   

 

Handwriting 

In Year 2 we will continue with the hard work Year 1 

have been doing with the cursive script. In cursive 

handwriting all the letters start on a line and have an 

exit flick to prepare the children for joined handwriting 

at a later date. We don’t expect the children to 

suddenly use this style of writing in all their work but 

as the year progresses it will gradually become 

adopted by them. 

 

Reading 

Reading continues to be a very important part of the children’s curriculum and something that we hope to 

develop a love of. The children will work towards being a Reading Champion in the same way as they did in Year 

1. In addition to the weekly treat, two children each day who are reading champions for that week will be chosen 

to wear our smiley ties. This will show everyone in school that they are a reading champion, and it will also come 

with benefits such as being at the front of the line and going first for lunch with a friend. We really hope that all 

children can aim to read at least 5 times a week, and we have heard great things from last year’s teachers  

As we encourage the children to become more independent in Year 2, there is a box in each classroom where 

children can place their books when they need changing. We don’t expect children to be changing their books 

every day. Please try to read shorter books at least twice ensuring that the children have a deep understanding 

of what they have read. 

 

P.E.  

Our main PE day in Year 2 will be Friday and then 

we will try to fit in other active sessions throughout 

the week. Please ensure that children have their PE 

kits in school every day however, as this might 

change. We will be outdoors as much as we can so 

please ensure that children have trainers and a 

school royal blue hoody and blue/black tracksuit 

trousers as part of their outdoor kit. 

 

Fitzy Fox 

Fitzy Fox is our P.E mascot and he will continue to 

come home with a different child each week. This is a 

way of encouraging your child to be healthy and 

active. We ask that you keep a simple diary and take 

some photographs of what your child and Fitzy do 

together. We will then read this together in class. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any questions or queries please come and see us as soon as possible. 

We all look forward to a happy and successful year together. 

Year 2 staff  

 

ssmalley1@willowsprimary.com 

lpickerill@willowsprimary.com 

aadlington@willowsprimary.com 

 

 

Homework 

Children will receive weekly “Brain Builders” homework as they did when they were in Year 1. This will be issued 

on a Wednesday and needs to be returned on the following Monday. There will be a piece of English and a piece 

of maths each week. These will be activities linked to what the children have done in class that week so they 

should be able to complete them independently. The weekly spellings will also come home on a Monday and the 

children will be tested on these on the following Monday. 

 

 

Birthdays!  

When it is your child’s birthday it is always lovely to celebrate with their classmates. We always make a fuss of 

children who are celebrating a birthday and we encourage children to bring in a book to keep in the reading area 

instead of sweets or cake, which will no longer be acceptable. 

 

Golden Time 

During a Friday afternoon the children will have 

their GOLDEN TIME! This is when the children are 

rewarded for their good behaviour. In Year 2 we 

allow the children to bring a toy from home to play 

with during Golden Time. These toys will be 

collected together in the morning and kept in a safe 

place until Golden Time begins. Please do not send 

any toys that are valuable as it will be the children’s 

responsibility to look after them, and we ask that 

toys/electronic games with screens are not sent in. 

 

 

Snacks 

At playtime the children are allowed to bring in a 

healthy snack to enjoy. Ideas are items such as: fruit, 

raisins, breadsticks, carrot sticks etc. Please do not 

send chocolate, cake, pastries, sweets or crisps. You 

can also send the children into school with a water 

bottle which can be kept in the classroom. 
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