
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.willowsprimary.com                 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

At last – the sun has made an appearance, setting us off to a splendid start for the Summer Term and also 
very timely for our Year 5 residential visit to Stanley Head Outdoor Residential Centre. I visited the pupils 

last night and although they were looking a little tired (and very grubby!), they were simply having a      
wonderful time playing with their friends in a fantastic setting whilst bathed in glorious sunshine. Talking 
about bathing of a different type, a number of the pupils decided to swim in the River Dane whilst doing 

their river study to get a bit of respite from the heat. They couldn’t have asked for better conditions to enjoy 
this type of experience and I would like to thank all of the staff who stayed away from their own families to 

ensure that our pupils have built a long lasting memory.  

Spending time with the pupils in the Year 4 classrooms this week, I can see how excited they are about their 

first school residential visit to Standon Bowers next week. I don’t think they will be enjoying a mini heat-

wave, but hopefully they will have an equally fantastic time.  

 

Mrs S Thursfield 

Headteacher 
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Stars of the Week 

Well done to the following children who have been chosen by staff this week! 

Nursery: 

Badgers: Laith Mirza  Foxes: Ahamad Asif     Squirrels: Isabelle Booth    Hedgehogs: Lois Welsh  

 

Reception:  

RAF: The whole class  RSC:  The whole class  RJT: Isla Crawford  

Rights and Respect Certificates:  RAF: Gabriela Jayde Ulanday   RSC: Panhan Hamaanin  RJT: Audrey Blake  

 

KS1: 

1KM: Loui Flynn       1SR: Maria Whitmore   1ES: Ayan Mahmood  

2SS: Sofia Sgarito-Goodwin    2TC: Fatoumata Diallo    2LP: Lucia Van Bakel  

Behaviour Shield: Serene Shahin (1SR) 

KS2:                                                                                           

3HP: Hudson Lowe   3BA: Florence Wilshaw & Simrah Kayani 3CB: Jaden Price 

4LD: Jack Bailey  4KA: Fadil Amin    4JH: Filip Totev  

Y5 Stanley Head children:  For an amazing week  - children conquering their fears and lots         

of very proud moments! 

6PB: Heidi Whitmore  6HR: Charlotte Woolley  

   

KS2 Stars of the Week  

-  here they arrrrrrr!! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 Attendance and Punctuality      

  Unfortunately we have a number of children who are arriving late in the morning.  Not only is this causing     

children to miss learning time but office staff have to update class systems to book dinners.  Please ensure that your child is in 

school on time.   

Whole school  -  95.2%   

 

  

 Reception 

 RAF  -  90.5% 

  RSC  -  95.7% 

KS1 

1KM  -  84.6% 2SS  -  99.1% 

1SR  -  92.5% 2TC  -  99.2% 

1ES  -  90% 2LP  -  98.7% 

KS2 

3HP -  97.6% 5AA -  96.8% 

3BA -  89.7% 5AJ  - 93.3% 

3CB -   100% 5TH  - 95% 

4KA  -  95.7% 6HR  - 96.7% 

4JH  -  95.8% 6PB  -  96.7% 

4LD  -  91.7% 

 Spring Term Reading Champions 

   Y1/2 -  2LP 

   Y3/4 - 3HP and 4JH  

   Y5/6 - 5TH 

Flag Competition 
 

Congratulations to the following 
children who have designed    

winning flags! 
 

Oak  - Tharuk Sanhiru 
Beech  -  Giya George 
Maple  -  Emily Parton 

Poplar  -  Robyn Kelsall 
 
 
 
 

 Y1 Phonics Screen  

The following link will take you 

to a short clip explaining the Y1 

Phonics Screen which takes 

place this term. 

http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/

resources/parent-tutorial-

phonics-screening-check/  

 

 Brainbuilders 

Completing homework activities gives you an idea of the expectations of your children and it really 

helps reinforce learning that takes place in the classroom. We expect all of our children to        

complete their homework on a weekly basis  -  here are the class results for last week’s homework.   

 We have displayed the children’s wonderful holiday work in the classrooms and our main       

entrance area. 

  

  Reception 

       RAF  -  92% 

        RSC  -  85% 

        RJT  -  85%  

KS1 

1KM  -  86% 2SS  -  93% 

1SR  -  90% 2TC  -  94% 

1ES  -  93% 2LP  -  96% 

KS2 

3HP -  94% 6HR  - 97% 

3BA -  92%  6PB  -  96% 

3CB -   100%  

4KA  -  97%  

4JH  -  100%  

4LD  -  90% 

To report your child’s absence you may e mail Mrs Burgess at 

jburgess11@willowsprimary.com by 9am. 

Thank you  

 Reading Champions 

Y3/4 - 3CB, 3HP and 4JH 100% 

Y6 - 6PB  96% 

http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/resources/parent-tutorial-phonics-screening-check/
http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/resources/parent-tutorial-phonics-screening-check/
http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/resources/parent-tutorial-phonics-screening-check/
mailto:jburgess11@willowsprimary.com


Introducing ‘Cloud 9’ 

Meet Willow the resident Cloud 9 Pet! 

 

This term our new ‘Cloud 9’ wellbeing room is being 

opened by our Pastoral Family.  It is there to support 

children within school who are experiencing a variety 

of day to day challenges: 

 Low self-esteem and confidence 

 Family illness or break up 

 Bereavement 

 Difficulty with sharing, taking turns and friendships 

 Finding it hard to settle into a new class/school 

 Quiet, shy, withdrawn  

 Positive management of feelings and emotions 

The Willows Pastoral Family 

Mrs Taylor 

Mrs Reece 

Mrs Ellis 

Mrs Adlington 

Mrs Ball 

 

If you feel that your child may benefit from  

the support on offer, please contact Mrs Ellis 

or Mrs Taylor: 

jellis10@willowsprimary.com 

etaylor@willowsprimary.com 

What does the room provide? 

 An environment which will support the emotional health and well-being of pupils at The Willows.  

 To meet the differing needs of all our children, and equip them with life-long skills, supported by our 

pastoral family. 

 To provide and maintain an atmosphere in which children feel secure, are encouraged in their learning, 

growth and social development and know that they are valued. 

 A room to meet with parents/carers, and develop positive relationships. 

 

Willow is a Mini Lop and is looking forward 

to meeting lots of children.   

He was kindly provided by The Willows PTFA 

and his hutch and toys were donated by 

Pets at Home.  



 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sports News 

 
It’s not too late to sign up for the Fun Run or come and pay on the day! 

On Saturday 12th May at 10.30am we will be holding our annual Willows Fun Run, races to start at 
11am. This will take place at Thistley Hough Academy on their fields. There are 2 choices of       

distance: a 2km and a 5km route. You can walk, jog or run and all participants will get a medal on 
finishing. We are hoping that everyone will get involved and please bring along family and friends 

to our event to make it a huge success! There is a £1 entry fee which covers the cost of the medal. 

Good luck Mrs Everard! 
 

 
Mrs Everard (1ES) is taking part in the London Marathon this     

Sunday.   

 
She will be running in aid of Lucas’ Legacy.  We are sure you will join us in wishing her luck for this 

amazing personal challenge and for a cause that we hold close to our hearts. 

 

Y3/4 Cross Country 

 
Y3 

Ben Shevloff 
Ziyam Waqas 
Evan Connolly 

Brie Bayley-Steele 

Olivia Sant 
Florence Wilshaw 

Emily Parton 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

A superb performance from our Y3 and Y4 children who ran at Trentham Academy on Thursday afternoon, it 

was extremely hot conditions for running but they all took part really well.  Special well done to Luca who 
came 2nd and Fadil who came 6th. 

 

Well done everyone! 
 

Y4 
Luca Barber-Jones 

Fadil Amin 

Morgan Pearson 
James Beeson 

Beatrice McDonald 
Masa Nour 
Macie Ellis 

Lily Sherratt 





 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        PTFA News 

 

 

 

 

Family Trip to Liverpool 

The PTFA trip to Liverpool has been booked for Wednesday 30th May (half term) leaving The Willows at 

9am and leaving Liverpool at 5pm.  The cost is £11.00 per adult and £5.50 per child. 

 

Summer Fayre 

Members of the PTFA are busy organising the forthcoming Summer Fayre which will be held at school on 

Saturday 16th June.  This year we have an exciting new event  - a fire walk! 

This could be a once in a life time opportunity for you and is also available for children to take part in.  The 

link below will provide more information. 

www.ukfirewalk.com/charityfirewalking.html   

 

If you are interested in the above events please call in to the school office for more details. 

 

Sun Hats, Sun Cream and Sandals 

 

Please remember to send your children prepared for sunny weather after the half term break.  The hot sun-

shine unfortunately brings some hazards with it and at school we endeavour to keep our children safe at all times.  To summarise 

our ‘Sun Protection Policy’, we would strongly request that you apply a long-lasting sunscreen to your child before they enter 

school in the morning.  We would encourage the children to re-apply sunscreen independently throughout the day (please ensure 

that sunscreen is clearly labelled with your child’s name and class) and would help them when necessary.  

 Furthermore, we ask that children come to school with a hat (again clearly labelled with the child’s name) to protect them 

from the sun whilst out to play.  This is particularly important for the children in the Foundation Stage as they engage with many 

of their curricular activities during outside play.  Water is available for children to drink throughout the day.  This is obviously situ-

ated inside the classrooms and therefore if you would like your child to take water outside with them during the school day (except 

children in the nursery as a jug of water is made available outside) then please send a filled unbreakable water bottle (marked 

with child’s name) into school.  We will send them home at the end of each week for washing.  Please can these be re-filled and 

returned to school on a Monday morning.  Thank you. 

 A small number of parents have asked if their child can wear sandals to school during the warmer weather.  I have no ob-

jection to children wearing sandals so long as they fasten securely to the child’s feet (no flip flops, mules or crocs please) and have 

a sensible flat heel. However, it is preferable that all pupils wear black school shoes as children in the Foundation Stage have ac-

cess to climbing equipment during playtimes and therefore we would strongly recommend that children in nursery and reception 

wear shoes with their toes covered for safety reasons. Furthermore, our Key Stage 2 pupils are running amongst undergrowth and 

broken twigs on the school field, so again, we would strongly recommend that shoes are worn. We understand that it is virtually 

impossible to purchase black sandals and therefore we ask that white ones matching the school uniform would be preferable. We 

are eager to ensure that pupils look smart at all times and unfortunately have noticed that a very small minority of pupils are 

breeching the school uniform regulations.  Trainers are not acceptable, we do not recommend that children wear jewellery and 

long hair must be tied back. We believe that smartness positively contributes to the high standards that we aim to achieve in all 

areas of school life.  

Thank you to everyone who strives to meet these uniform requirements. 



 

Diary Dates for April 

Monday 23rd Y4 to Standon Bowers 

Wednesday 25th Y4 return from Standon Bowers 

Monday 30th Y5 Bikeability L1  

 

Diary Dates for May 

Tuesday 1st  Y5 Bikeability L1  

Wednesday 2nd SCFC Penalty shoot out (information to follow) 

Thursday 3rd Y5 Bikeability L1  

Monday 7th  BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 

Thursday 10th Academy photos  -  classes and group photos 

Saturday 12th  Willows Fun Run at Thistley Hough Academy 

Monday 14th  Y6 SATs week 

Monday 21st  Y2 SATs week 

   5AA class assembly for parents at 9.15am 

   RJT class assembly for parents at 2.30pm                                                                   

Tuesday 22nd 5AJ class assembly for parents at 9.15am 

   RAF class assembly for parents at 2.30pm       

Wednesday 23rd 5TH class assembly for parents at 9.15am 

   RSC class assembly for parents at 2.30pm     

Friday 25th  BREAK UP FOR HALF TERM                                                                                                                                                                                       

 

Diary Dates for June 

Monday 4th  SCHOOL OPENS FOR CHILDREN 

   Y6 Holland trip 

Wednesday 6th Nursery and Reception new intake evening 

Monday 11th 9.15am Y3/4 Sports Day 

   1.30pm Y5/6 Sports Day 

Tuesday 12th 9.15am Y1/2 Sports Day 

   1.30pm Reception Sports Day 

Wednesday 13th 9.30am Nursery Sports Day 

Friday 15th  Nursery ‘Books and Breakfast’ 

   Drama club performance  ‘The Amazing Adventures of Super Stan’ 

Saturday 16th Summer Fayre 

Monday 18th 9.15am Y3/4 Sports Day RESERVE DATE 

   1.30pm Y5/6 Sports Day RESERVE DATE 

Tuesday 19th 9.15am Y1/2 Sports Day RESERVE DATE 

   1.30pm Reception Sports Day RESERVE DATE 

Wednesday 20th  9.30am Nursery Sports Day RESERVE DATE 

Friday 22nd   Northwood sports 

Monday 25th June Academy leavers and sports teams photos 

Wednesday 27th  City Swimming Gala 6.30-8.30pm 

 

Diary Dates for July 

Monday 2nd  9.15am Y3/4 Sports Day SECOND RESERVE DATE 

   1.30pm Y5/6 Sports Day SECOND RESERVE DATE 

Tuesday 3rd  9.15am Y1/2 Sports Day SECOND RESERVE DATE 

   1.30pm Reception Sports Day SECOND RESERVE DATE 

Wednesday 4th 9.30am Nursery Sports Day SECOND RESERVE DATE 

Monday 16th City Sports (track and field) Y3-6 

Wednesday 18th N-Y5 discos 

Thursday 19th Leavers’ Disco 

Friday 20th  BREAK UP FOR THE SUMMER HOLIDAY 


