
 

 

 

 
 Explore - Dream - Discover 

 
The Willows Online Safety News – June 17 

 

 
www.willowsprimary.com 

A school in Manchester 
has sent out a warning to 
parents following        
concerns a teenage dating 
app is being used by     
sinister predators. 
 

 

A school in Manchester has recently warned parents following concerns a     

teenage dating app is being used by sinister predators. An investigation  ‘the 

app is being used for inappropriate activities against young people’. We strongly 
advise that you talk to your child about this and our advice would be to delete 

the app and  block the website. 

 

NSPCC warning—Yellow  
The NSPCC have also warned against app Yellow, labelled 
‘Tinder for teens’, which could be used by predators to 

groom youngsters. Like Tinder, Yellow allows its users to 
swipe right and left to either ‘like’ or ‘pass’ another user, and 

if there’s a match, they can begin chatting. A spokesman for 

NSPCC said: “Any app that allows strangers to send photos 
to children or vice versa is troubling – particularly where the 

images being exchanged are of a sexual nature. Yellow’s 
settings that enable adults to view children, through a ser-

vice blatantly aimed at flirting and relationships, also creates an opportunity for sexual predators to target 
young people. 

What is Live Streaming?  
Live streaming is the broadcasting of real-time, live video to an audience 

over the internet.  All you need to be able to live stream is an internet ena-
bled device, like a smart phone or tablet, and a platform to broadcast on. 

With the increasing popularity of live streaming platforms, what are the 
risks an opportunities that children face when using this latest development 

in social media? Follow the link to find out more! 

http://parentinfo.org/article/live-streaming-a-parent-s-guide  

https://www.rocksdigital.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Live-Streaming-Events.jpg


 

With blanket coverage of recent terrorist         

attacks in Manchester and London online, as 
well as graphic images being shown on the 

front pages of newspapers and on daily news 
bulletins of tragedies around the world, even 

very young children are being exposed to      
upsetting and traumatic information. How can 

parents help them cope? 

 

1. Create space to communicate 

Most children from age four to five and above would appreciate talking with adults they trust. In 

the media there is daily discussion of difficult topics, and it is likely that children know about 

them. ‘However, it is also quite likely that they have some confusion about the facts and the 

magnitude of the danger they personally face. Younger children often combine facts and connect 

them to their own experiences in surprising ways that can increase their sense of fear, believing 

for example, “Planes have bombs on TV, so the planes over my house have bombs too.” 

UNICEF 

 

2. Reassure them when they want to talk 

 

Tell them: ‘Remember that worrying stories are often in the news because they are rare - they 

don't happen very often.’ 

Newsround 

 

3. Keep things simple 

 

‘Children need brief, simple information that should be balanced with reassurances that the daily 

structures of their lives will not change.’ 

 

Helping-children-cope-with-terrorism 

 

4. Be honest 

‘Try to help your child understand what has happened by giving a truthful explanation that is ap-

propriate for their age. This may help reduce feelings of confusion, anger, sadness and fear.’ 

NHS 

 

5. Listen to their views 

Older children and teens: ‘By this age, they will most likely be getting information from their own 

sources, some of which will be unreliable or biased. Listen to their views and encourage them to 

question what they are reading or hearing.’ 

Parentzone 

http://www.unicef.lu/sites/default/files/Talking_with_children_about_Haiti_II_UNICEF_Kanada_0.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/13865002
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources/school-safety-and-crisis/war-and-terrorism/helping-children-cope-with-terrorism
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/539510/NHS_Trauma_Leaflet.pdf
http://parentzone.org.uk/article/helping-children-cope-major-tragedies
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjlpeze4rfUAhVHrRQKHSXwAxgQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FOne_Love_Manchester&psig=AFQjCNEbYjLXiYIQr6xfbT_LbdpJWskglA&ust=1497338492457772

