
 

Year 2 Spring Term Newsletter 2017 

  
Welcome back! We hope you all had an enjoyable and relaxing Easter break, and that the children are refreshed 

and ready for a busy and exciting Summer term! Pupils will be sitting their Key Stage 1 SATs papers for Reading 

and Maths during the week beginning 15th May. We aim to make this a stress-free and ‘normal’ week where the 

children can exhibit all the skills and knowledge they have.  

English                                                        
Our first class text this term is “Charlie and the 

Chocolate Factory”. All classes have begun reading 

“Charlie and the Chocolate Factory” by Roald Dahl, 

and are already becoming engrossed with the 

different characters and settings. We will use this 

as a stimulus for lots of exciting writing experiences 

to enable the children to show off the fantastic 

skills that they are developing.                                  

We will continue with our grammar, spelling and 

handwriting lessons and ask that you encourage 

the children to use cursive handwriting when 

writing at home too, e.g. when practising spellings. 

 

Maths                                                                        

We will be continuing to use Inspire Maths this term 

and introducing new topics such as Measures (length, 

weight and capacity) and using the bar model to solve 

number problems. As we have for all Maths topics, we 

will continue to use a practical, hands-on approach 

with children able to access a range of mathematical 

equipment before progressing to using diagrams and 

visual representations and then more formal, written 

methods to solve puzzles and problems. Building on 

and extending the children’s knowledge and 

understanding of topics covered earlier in the year will 

also occur this term. 

 

 

Topic 

Linked to our “Charlie and the Chocolate Factory” topic, we will be inventing new chocolate bars and using our 

artistic skills to design eye catching packing for them. As part of our Science curriculum, we will be investigating 

forces such as pushing, pulling, stretching and twisting and their effects on solid materials. This will be linked 

with D and T as the children will be designing, making and evaluating clay models that they will make using 

these forces. In RE lessons, children will be involved in discussions addressing the question, “How should we care 

for others and the world?”.  
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Thank you for your continued support. We look forward to a successful and enjoyable Summer term. 

2SS, Miss S.Smalley – ssmalley1@willowsprimary.com 

2AJ, Miss A. James – ajames@willowsprimary.com 

2TC, Mr. T. Cadwallader – tcadwallader@willowsprimary.com 

 

Reading Champion/Homework expectations  

Reading is a key part of a child’s education and we would love to have even more children being weekly Reading 
Champions this term. Your child only has to read 5 out of the 7 days and this need only be for ten minutes, not 

necessarily the whole book. Sometimes a few pages and some open ended questions about what they have read 

will be enough. The children’s understanding of what they are reading is crucial and asking a few questions 
about the book can really improve this. Extra reading practise at home makes a huge difference so please 

support us. Remember, to achieve the reading challenge you must sign the diary!  
Your children can read other books as well as their reading books as we want to encourage a love of reading!  
Recording these in their reading diaries as well will also count towards the reading challenge. Please remind 

children to put their reading diaries in the box at school to be changed as soon as they have finished. 
Thank you for your support with the weekly Brainbuilder homework that we have been sending. All extra practise 

is beneficial and will help to reinforce the concepts that we have been teaching in class. We will continue to send 
weekly Maths and English Brainbuilder homework this term. 

 

Please can you ensure that your child brings their reading bag to school daily, as 

somebody in school may get chance to listen to them read and they also need their bags to take letters home.    

 

Other important Information  

Cadbury’s World trip  - 9th May 2017. Linked to our topic this term, we are looking forward to our Year 2 trip to 

Cadbury’s World where we will be learning about the origins of chocolate and how it is produced. Children need to 

be at school for the earlier time of 8.15 a.m. and we aim to be back at school by 4 p.m. We will be in contact with 
you via text message should we experience any delays. To allow a safe and easier exit from the school site 

during the morning, the coaches will be leaving from The Mount and so unfortunately, you will not be 
able to wave your child off on their journey. 

PE  - Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday afternoons. Please make sure that your child has an indoor and outdoor 

PE kit in school, as other opportunities for P.E may also be taken, especially in the run up to sports day later in 
the term. (Please leave PE kits in school and we will send them home to be washed at the end of the half term.) 

As we are sure you are aware, Fitzy Fox is our P.E mascot and during this term, he will continue to come home 
with a different child each week. This is a way of encouraging your child to be healthy and active. Please keep a 

simple diary and take some photographs of what Fitzy does with your child so that we can share this together in 

class.  
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