
 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn 2014 

Welcome 
The Nursery team would like to take this opportunity to offer you a very warm welcome to ‘The 

Willows’ Primary School. We have enjoyed getting to know you and your children a little better 

over the past few weeks and are very pleased with how they have settled into nursery life. We       

recognise the important role that we are going to play in your child’s early education and aim to 

ensure that each and every child is given the opportunity to develop into competent and confident 

individuals in a warm, safe and caring environment. 

Start of School 
Thank you for leaving nursery so 

promptly after settling your children - 

it means we can begin the days  

activities on time and offer your  

children lots of learning opportunities. 

Partnership with Parents 
In the coming weeks, you will receive  a book bag,  

kindly donated by the PTFA. You will also receive a 

‘Care and Share’ book which will act as a further 

means of communication  between ourselves and   

yourselves. We will use the book to let you know of 

your child’s experiences at school while you may use it 

to ask questions and share general information from 

home.  

Please return letters and speak to a member of 
staff about any urgent or important information. 

The Nursery Day 
We have already started to establish 

routines which the children are  

becoming familiar with and include, 

‘hello songs’, time to wiggle our bodies 

and warm them up and lots of stories 

and songs!  

The children are encouraged to be  

independent and to make choices -  

pouring their own drinks at the snack 

table, washing their plates and cups  

after they have finished, putting on 

aprons, hanging them up etc. 

Throughout the day we give the  

children lots of opportunity to play and 

explore, be creative and think  

critically.  

Outdoor Play 
Outdoor play is a very important part of Early Years 

education and is as important as the play that takes 

place indoors. We will attempt to go outside in most 

weathers so please ensure that your child is dressed  

appropriately according to the weather.  

Parent Consultations 
These meetings will be an opportunity to find out how 

your child has settled into nursery and will last for   

approximately 10 minutes.  
Mrs. Mountford - Monday 20th October - 2.00 – 4.30 

Mrs Sherwin - Tuesday 21st October – 2.00 – 4.30 

Mrs Wright - Wednesday 22nd October – 2.00 – 4.30 

Miss Lewis – Thursday 23rd October – 2.00 – 4.30 

Please see a member of staff if you need a different 

time. Lists will be available in the cloakrooms from 

Monday 13th October to indicate your choice of       

appointment time.  

Family Photos 
If you haven’t already, we would really 

appreciate it if you could send a family 

photo into school. These will be         

displayed in and around the classroom 

to give the children a  familiar face to 

look at throughout the day.  



General Reminders 

 Please ensure that all items of clothing are clearly labelled with your child’s name. 

 Children will need a pair of pumps, a pair of wellingtons and at least one spare set of clothing 

left on their pegs. 

 Once the children are settled, P.E. will take place in the hall on a Wednesday for Ladybirds and 

Bees and on a Friday for Caterpillars and Butterflies. 

 During the week beginning 13th October we will be inviting you on an Autumn walk through the 

woods and will let you know specific dates and times very soon. 

 Also, look out for information about our group bears which could be coming to visit your home 

some time during the school year. 

 To maintain the security within school could we ask that you always leave nursery through the 

nursery garden. If you are not sure, please ask a member of staff to direct you. 

 The nursery doors will be open from 8.55am until 9.05am in a morning. Any children arriving    

after this time will need to come in through the main entrance. We aim to let the children out of 

school at 2.50pm. While we recognise that unforeseen circumstances may sometimes delay your 

arrival we do urge you to be here on time in order that we may attend any meetings necessary 

and start to plan and prepare for the next day. 

 

Library Books 
In the coming weeks your child will  

receive a library book to bring home to  share 

with you. This is for you to read to them and we 

would encourage lots of discussion about the 

pictures and the story content. Please ensure 

that this book remains in your child’s book bag 

in order that they may be changed weekly. 

Planning 
Our planning will be displayed on the  

Parent’s board facing you as you enter the   

bottom cloakroom so that you can see the          

activities on offer. We aim to plan from the        

children’s interests wherever possible and will 

be giving you the opportunity to share your 

knowledge at a later date. 

Assessment 
We assess your children on a daily basis, mainly 

through observation, in order that we can     

accurately plan for their progress.  

These observations form part of their learning 

journey books which you will get the chance to 

look at later in the term. 

In the weeks to come we will provide you with 

the opportunity to share your observations 

from home - we want to know about your child’s 

‘wow’ moments and significant achievements e.g. 

they sing a particular nursery rhyme from  

beginning to end, they count to 5 or 10.    

Something that stands out and makes you want 

to say ‘wow, they’ve not done that before’. 

We will be sending some slips of paper home 

for you to record these achievements on and 

send back into school. 

Positive Behaviour 
In order to ensure that everyone has a happy 

time at nursery we encourage positive           

behaviour in a number of ways - lots of praise, 

stamps, stickers and the golden cushion.  

There may be times when some children’s      

behaviour proves to be more challenging. In 

these instances the behaviour will be dealt with  

consistently, fairly and firmly. We will clearly 

explain to the children why the behaviour is  

unacceptable and they will be asked to sit on 

the thinking chair for three minutes to reflect 

on their behaviour. After this time they will be 

asked why they needed to sit on the thinking 

chair and be given the opportunity to apologise. 

 


